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SERMON LV

Perfecution every Chriftian's Lot.

2 Tim. iii. i2.

Tea^ and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus, /hall

fuffer Perfecution.

WHEN our Lord was pleafed to take upon himfclf the

form of a fervant, and to go about preaching the

kingdom of GoEf ; he took all opportunities in public, and

more efpecially in private, to caution his difciples againft feek-

ing great things for themfelves, and alfo to-forevvarn them of

the many diftrelTes, affli6Lions and perfecutions, which they

muft exped to endure for his name's fake. The great apollle

Paul therefore, the author of this epiftle, in this, as in all

other things, following the fteps of his blefl'ed Mafter, takes

particular care, among other apoftolical admonitions, to warn

young Timothy of the difficulties he mull expetfl to meet with

in the courfe of his miniflry :
'^ This know alfo, that in the

lad days perilous times fliail come. For men fliall be lovers

of their ownfelves, covetous, proud, blafphemers, difobedient

to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural afFedion,

truce-breakers, falfe accufers, incontinent, fierce, defpifers

of thofe that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers

of pleafure more than lovers of God ; having a form of god-

linefs, but denying the power therec^f: from fuch turn away.

For of this fort are they who creep into houfcs, and lead

captive filly women laden with fins, led away with divers

lulls, ever learning, and wtvtr able to come to the knowledge

of the truth. Now, as Jannes and Jambres (two of the Egyp^

iian magicians) v/Jthflccd Mofes (by working fhani miracles)

fo



[ 346 ]

fo do they alfo refift the truth ; and (notwithftanding they

keep up the form of religion) are men of corrupt minds, re-

probate concerning the faith." But, in order to keep him

from fmking under their oppofition, he tells him, that though

God, for wife ends, permitted thefe falfe teachers, as he did

the magicians, to oppofe for fome time, yet they fhould now
proceed no farther :

*' For their folly (fays he) (hall be made

manifeft unto all men, as theirs (the Magicians) alfo was,"

when they could not ftand before Mofes becaufe of the boil ;

for the boil was upon the Magicians^ as well^^ upon all the

Egyptians, And then, to encourage Timothy yet the more, he

propounds to him his own example ;
" But thou haft fully

known my doctrine, manner of life, purpofe, faith, long-

fufFering, charity, patience, perfecutions, affli£lions, which

came unto me at Jntioch, at Jconium, at Ly^Ira ; what perfe-

cutions I endured ; but out of them all the Lord delivered

iTie.'* And then, left Timothy might think that this was only

the particular cafe of P^juI^ fays he, in the words of the text,

*' Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus, (lull

iuffer perfecution."

The words, without confidering them as they ftand in re-

lation to the context, contain an important truth, that perfe-

cution is the common lot of every godly man. This is a hard

faying, How few can bear it? I truft God, in the following

ilifcourfe, will enable me to make it good, by fliewing,

I. What it is to live godly in Cj^rist Jesus.

II. The different kinds of perfecution to which they, who
live godly, are expofed.

III. Why it is, that godly men muft expect to fufFcr per-.

fecution.

Lfljlly^ We (hall apply the whole.

I. /Vr/?, Let us confider what it is to live godly in Christ
\

Jesl's. This fuppofss, that we are made the righteoufnefs
*

of /
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of GcD in Christ, that we are born again, and are one

with Christ by a living faith, and a vital union, even as

Jesus Christ and the Father are One. Unlefs we are thus

converted, and transformed by the renewing of our minds,

yvQ cannot properly be faid to be in Christ, much lefs to

live godly in him. To be in Christ merely by baptifm,

and an outward profeflion, is not to be in Him in the flri6i:

fenfe of the v/ord : noj " They that are in Christ, are

new creatures
J

old things are palTed away, and all things

are become new " in their hearts. Their life is hid with

Christ in God ; their fouls daily ked en the invifible re-

alities of another world. To " live godly in Christ," is

to make the divine v.'ill, and not our own, the fole principle

of all our thoughts, words, and adlions j fo that, " whether

we eat or drink, or wliaifoever we do, we do all to the glory

of God.'* Thofe who live godly in Christ, may not fo

much be faid to live, as Chri-st to live in them : He is their

Alpha and Omega, their firft and laft, their beginning and

end. They are led by his Spirit, as a child is led by the

hand of its father ; and are willing to follow the Lamb
-whitherfoever he leads them. They hear, know, and obey

his voice. Their afFedlions are fee on things above ; their

hopes are full of immortality ; their citi^enfhip is in heaven.

Being born again of God, they habitually live to, and daily

walk with, God. They aje pure in heart; and, from a

principle of faith in Christ, are holy in all manner of con-

verfation and godlinefs.

This is to " live godly in Christ Je?us :" and hence

y/e may eafily learn, why fo few fuffer periecution ? Becaufe,

ib few live godly in Christ Jesus. You may live formally

in Christ, you may attend on outward duties j you may
live morally in Christ, you may (as they term it) do no

one any harm, and avo;d perfecution : but they " that will

live godly in Christ Jesus, (hall fuffer perfecution."

2. S.eccndly^ What is the meaning of the word Perfecution,

and how many kinds there are of it, I come now to con-

fider.

Th?
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The word Perfecution, is derived from a Greek word figni-

fying to purfue, and generally implies purfuing a perfon for

the fake of his goodnefs, or God's good-will to him. The

FIrJ} kind of it, is that of the Heart. We have have an

early example of this in that wicked one Cairiy who, becaufe

the Lord had refpedl to Jbel and his offering, and not to

him and his offering, was very wroth, his countenance fell,

and at length he cruelly flew his envied brother. Thus the

Pharifecs hated and perfecated our Lord long before they

3aid hold on him : and our Lord mentions being inwardly

hated of men, as one kind of Perfecution his difciples were

to undergo. This heart-enmity (if I may fo term it) is the

root of all other kinds of Perfecution, and is, in fome de-

gree or other, to be found in the foul of every unregenerated

man ; and numbers are guilty of this perfecution, who never

have it in their power to perfecute any other way. Nay,

numbers would actually put in nradlice all other deo;rees of

perfccuiion, was not the name of Perfecution become odious

amongfl mankind, and did they not hereby run the hazard

of lofmg their reputation. Alas ! how many at the great

day, whom we know not now, will be convicled and con-

demned, that all their life harboured a fecret evil-v^iil againft

Xion I They may now fcreen it before men ; but God feeth

the enmity of their hearts, and will judge them as Perfecutors

at the great and terrible day of judgment. A

Second degree of Perfecution is that of the tongue ; " out

of the abundance of the heart, the mouth fpiaketh." Many,

I fuppofe, think it no harm to fhoot out arrows, even bitter

words, againfl the difciples of the Lord : they fcatter their

firebrands., airows and death, faying, " Are we not in fport?"

But, however they may eftcem it, in God's account evil-

fpeaking is a high degree of Perfecution. Thus JJlmiaePs

mocking IfaaCy is termed perfecuting him. " Blefl'ed are ye

(fays our Lord) when men (liali revile you and perfecute

you, and fliall fay all manner of evil againfl you faUely for

my name's fake." From whence we may gather, that re-

viling, and fpeaking all manner of evil for Christ's fake.

13
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13 a high degree of perfecution. For " a good name, (fays

the wife man) is better than precious ointment," and, to

many, is dearer than life itfelf. It is a great breach of the

fixth commandment, to flander any one; but to fpeak evil

of and flander the difciples of Christ, merely becaufe they

are his difciples, muft be highly provoking in the fight of

God ; and fuch who a:e guilty of it (without repentance)

will find that Jesus Christ will call them to an account,

and punifli them for all their ungodly and hard fpeeches in a

lake of fire and brimftone. This (hall be their portion to

drink. The

Third and laji kind of Perfecution, is that which exprefles

itfelf in aSlions : as when wicked men feparate the children

of God from their company ;
'' Bleiled are ye, (fays our

Lord) when they (hall feparate you from their company :'*

or expofe them to church-cenfures. '' They fhall put you

cut of their fynagogues ;" threatening and prohibiting them

from making an open profeflion of his religion or worfhip ;

or interdiding minifters for preaching his word, as the high-

priefts threatened the apoftles, and " forbad them any more

to fpeak in the name of Jesus ;" and Paul breathed out

threateniags and flaughters againft the difciples of the Lord:
or when they call them into courts ; " You fhall be called

before governors," fays our Lord : or when they fine, im-

prifon, or punifti thena, by confifcation of goods, cruel

fcourging, and, laitly, death itfelf.

It would be impoflible to enumerate in what various fhapes

perfecution has appeared. It is a many-headed moniier,

cruel as the grave, infatiable as hejl ; and, what is worfe, it

generallly appears under the cloak of religion. But, cruel,

infatiable, and horrid as it is, they that live godly in Christ

Jesus, mufl expc(5l to fufFer and encounter v/ith it in all its

forms.

This is what we are to make good under our next gener?!

bead,

3. Thirdly,
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j. Thirdly, Why is it that godly men muft expert to fafFeir

perfecution ? And,

Firji, This appears from the whole tenor of our Lord's

do6lrine. We will begin with his divine ftrmon on the

inount. " Blefled are they who are perfecuted for righte-

oufnefs fake; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." So that,^

if our Lord fpoke truth, wc are not (o blefTed as to have an

intereft in the kingdom of heaven, unlefs we are or have been

perfecuted for righteoufnefs fake. Nay, our Lord (it is re-

markable) employs three verfes in this beatitude, and only

one in each of the others ; not only to (liew that it NV'as a

thing which men (as men) are unwilling to believe, but alfa

the necelTary confequence of it upon our being chriflians.

This is likewife evident from all thofe pafFages. wherein our

Lord informs us, that he came upon the earth, " not w
fend peace, but a fv.ord ;" and that the father-in-law fliould

be againft the mother-in-law, and a man's foes fhould be

thofe of his own houfliold. Pallages, which though con-

fined by falfe prophets to the firft, I am perfuaded will be

verified by the experience of all true chriftians in this, and

every age of the church. It would be endlefs to recount all

the places, wherein our Lord forewarns his difciples^ that

they fhould be called before rulersj and thruft out of fyna-

gogues, nay, that the time would come^ wherein men fhould

think they did God fervice to kill them. For this reafon he

fo frequently declared, that " unlefs a man forfake all that

he had, and even hated life itfelf, he could not be his dif-

ciple." And therefore it is worthy our obfervation, that in

the remarkable paflage, wherein our Lord makes fuch an

extenfive promife to thofe who left all for him, he cautioufly

inferts perfecution. " And Jesus anfwered and faid, Verily

i fay unto you, there is no man that hath left houfe, or bre-

thren, or fiflers, or father, or mother, or wife^ or children,

or lands, for my (ake and the gofpel's, but he fhall receive an

hundred-fold now in this time; houfes and brethren, and

fifters and mothers, and children and lands, with perfecu-

tions; (the word is in the plural number, including all kinds

of perfecution} and in the world to e-ome eternal life." He
that

I
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thnt hath ears to hear, let him hear what Christ fays In all

thcfe parages, and then confefij, that all who will live godly

in Christ Jesus (liall lufFer perfecution.

As this is proved from our Lord's do61rine, fo it is no Icfs

evident from his life. Follow him from the manner to the

crofs, and fee whether any perfecution was like that which

the Son of God, the Lord of glory, underwent whilfl: here

On earth. How was he hated by wicked men ? How often

would that hatred have excited them to lay hold of him, had

it not been for fear of the people ? How was he reviled, counted

and called a Blafphemer, a Wine- bibber, a Samaritan, nay,

a Devil, and, in one word, had all manner of evil fpokeii

againfl him falfcly ? What contradiiSlion of finners did he

endure againfl himfelf? How did men feparate from his com-
pany, and were afhamed to walk with him openly? infomucli

that he once faid to his own difciples, " Will you alfo go
away ?" Again, How was he ftoned, thrufl out of the fyna-

gogues, arraigned as a deceiver of the people, a fed itious and

peftilent fellow, an enemy to Cafar^ and as fuch fcourgcd,

blind-folded, fpit upon, and at length condemned, and nailed

to an accurfed tree ? Thus was the Mafter perfecuted, thus

did the Lord fuffer; and the fervant is not above his Malkr,

nor the difciple above his Lord :
" If they have perfecuted

me, they will alfo perfecute you,'* fays the blcfled Jesus.

And again, *' Every man that is perfecSt (a true chriftian)

mufl be as his Mailer," or fufter as he did. For in all thele

things our Lord has fet us an example, that we Ihould fol-

low his fteps : and therefore, far be it that any, who live

godly in Christ Jesus, fhould henceforv/ard expe£l to efcape

fufFering perfecution.

But farther : not only our Lord's example, but the ex-

ample of all the faints that ever lived, evidently demonllrates

the truth of the apoille's afleriion in the text. How fooa

was Jbel made a martyr for his religion ? Hovv was Ifaac

mocked by the fon of the bond-woman ? And what a large

catalogue of fuftering Old Teftament faints, have wc rc-

COjdv.d
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corded In the xith chapter of the Hebrews ! Read the JSIs of

the Apoftlcs, and fee how the firfl: chrlftians were threatened,

floned, imprifoned, fcourged, and perfecuted even unto death.

Examine Church Hifrory in after-ages, and you v/ill find the

inurder of the innocents hy Herod^ was but an earned of the

innocent blood which fliould be flied for the fake of Jesus.

Examine the experience of faints now living on earth ; and,

if it were poilible to confult the fpirits of juft men made

perfe6^, I am perfuaded each would concur with the apoftle

in afTerting, that " all who will live godly in Christ Jesusj

fiiail fuffer perfecution/'

How can it be otberwife in the very nature of things ?

Ever fince the fall, there has been an irreconcileable enmity

between the feed of the woman and the feed of the ferpent.

Wicked men hate God, and therefore cannot but hate thofe

who are like him : they hate to be reformed, and therefore

muil: hate and perfecute thofe, who, by a contrary behaviour,

teftify of them, that their deeds arc evil. Befides, pride of

heart leads men to perfecute the fervants of Jesus Christ.

If they commend them, they are afraid of being afked, Why
do not you follow them ? And therefore becaufe they dare

jiot imitate, though they may fometimes be even forced to

approve their way, yet pride and envy make them turn per-

fecutors. Flence it is, that as it was formerly, fo it is now,

and fo will it be to the end of time ;
" He that is born after

the flefli, (the natural man, docs and) will perfecute him

that is born after the Spirit," the regenerate man. Becaufe

chriftians are not of the world, but Christ hath chofen

them out of the world, therefore the world will hate them.

If it be objected againft this doctrine, that we now live in a

chriftian world, and therefore muft not expe<3: fuch perfe-

cution as formerly ; I anfwer, All are not chriflians that are

called fo ; and, till the heart is changed, the enmity againfi:

God (which is the root of all perfecution) remains: and

confequently chriftians, falfely fo called, will perfecute as well

as others. I obferved therefore, in the beginning of this dif-

courfc, that FW mentions ihofe that bad a form of religion,

as
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as perfons of whom Timothy had need be chiefly aware ; for,

as our Lord and his apoftles were moftly perfecutcd by their

countrymen the Jews^ fo we mud cxpe6l the like ufage from

the P'ormalifts of our own nation, the Pharifees^ who feem

to be religious. The moft horrid and barbarous perfecutions

have been carried on by thole who have called themfclves

Chriftians ; witnefs the days of queen Alary ; and the fines,

banifliments and imprifonments of the children of God in

the laft century, and the bitter, irreconcileable hatred that

appears in thoufands who call themfclves Chriilians, even iii

the prefent days wherein we live.

Perfons, who argue againft perfecution, are not fufficl-

tntly fenfible of the bitter enmity of the heart of every unre-

generate man againft God. For my own part, I am fo far

from wondering that chriftians arc perfecuted^ that I wonder

our ftreets do not run with the blood of the faints: was mens
power equal to their wills, fuch a horrid fpedlacla would

ibon appear. But^

Perfecution is neceflary in fefpe£l to the godly themfclves.

If we have not all manner of evil fpoken of us, how can we
know whether we feek only that honour which cometh froni

above? If wc have no perfecutors, how can our paflive graces

be kept in exercife? How can many chriftian precepts be put

into practice I How can we love, pray for, and do good to,

thofe who defpitefully ufe us ? How can we overcome evil

with good? In fhort, how can we know we love God better

than lifeitfelf? Paul was fenfible c.- all this, and therefore

fo pofitively and peremptorily afterts, that '* all who will live

godly in CnaiST Jesus, fhall fuffer perfecution."

Not that I affirm, all are perfecuted in a like degree; No:
this would be contrary both to fcripture and experience. But

though all chriftians are not really called to fufFer every kind

6f perfecution, yet all chriftians are liable thereto : and not-

withftanding fome may live in more peaceful times of the

church than others, yet all chriftians, in all ages, Vf'ill find

Vol. VL Z by
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by their own experience, that, whether they a^t in a private

or public capacity, they muft, in fome degree or other, luffer

perfecution.

Here then I would paufe, and, hjiiy^ by way of applica-

tion, exhort all pcrfons,

F'lrJ}^ To ftand a while and examine themfelves. For,

by what has been faid, you may gather one mark, whereby

you may judge whether you are chriftians or not. Were

you ever periecuted tor righteoufnefs fi\ke ? If not, you

never yet lived godly in Christ our Lord. Whatever you

may fay to the contrary, the infpired apoftle, in the words

of the text (the truth of which, I think, I have fufficiently

proved) pofitiveiV afferts, that all who will live godly in

Him, fhall fufter perfecution. Not that all who ltc perfe-

cuted are real chriftians ; for many fometimes fuffer, and are

perfecuted, on other accounts than for righteoufnefs fake.

The great queftion therefore is. Whether you were ever

perfecuted for living godly ? You may boaft of your great

prudence and fagacity (and indeed thcfe are excellent things)

and glory becaufe you have not run fuch lengths, and made

yourfelves fo lingular, and liable to fuch contempt, as fome

others have. But, alas! this is not a mark of your being

of a Chriftian, but of a Laodicean fpirit, neither hot nor

cold, and fit only to be fpewed out of the mouth of God.

That which you call prudence, is often, only cowardice,

dreadful hypocrify^ pride of heart, which makes you dread

contempt, and afraid to give up your reputation for God,

You are afhamed of Christ and his gofpel 5 and in all

probability, was he to appear a fecond time upon earth, in

words, as v/cll as works, you would deny him. Awake

therefore, all ye that live only formally in Christ Jesus,

and no longer feek that honour which cometh of man. I

do not defire to court you, but I intreat you to live godly,

and fear not contempt for the fake of Jesus Christ. Beg

of God to give you his Holy Spirit, that you may fee

through, and difcovcr the latent hypocrify of your hearts,

and no longer deceive your own fouls. Remember you

cannot
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tannot reconcile two irreconcileable difference?, God and

Mammon, the friendfliip of this worM with the favour of

God. Know you not v/ho hath told you, that " the

friendfhip of this world is enmity with God ?" If therefore

you are in friendfhip with the world, notwithltandino- all

your fpecious pretences to piety, you are at enmity with

God : you are only heart- hypocrites ; and, " What is the

hope of the hypocrite, when God fljall take away his foul ?"

Let the words of the text found an alarm in your ears ; O let

them fink deep into your hearts ;
" Yea, and all that will

live godly in Christ Jesug, fhall fuilcr perfecution."

Secondly, From the words of the text, I vVould take occa-

fion to fpeak to thofe, who are about to lift themfelves under

the banner of Christ's crofs. What fay you ? Are you re-

folved to live godly in Christ JEsus, notwithftanding the

confequence will be, that you muft fuffer perfecution ? You
are beginning to build ; but have you taken our Lord's
advice, to " fit down firft and count the coft ?" Have you
well weighed with yourfelves that weighty declaration, " He
that loveth father or mother more than Me, is not worthy

of Me;" and again, " Unlefs a man forfake all that he hath

he cannot be my difciple ?" Perhaps feme of you have great

pofTeffions ; will not you gO away forrowful^ if Christ
fhould require you to fell all that you have ! Others of you

again may be kinfmen, or fome way related, or under obli-

gations, to the high-priefts, or other great perfonages, who
may be perfecuting the church of Christ : What fay you ?

Will you, with Mojh, " rather chufe to fufFer afflidion

with the people of God, than enjoy the pleafures of fin for

a feafon ?" Perhaps you may fay, my friends will not oppofi^

me. That is more than you know : in all probability your

chief enemies will be thofe of your own houfhold. If there-

fore they fhould oppofe you, are you willing naked to follow

a naked Christ ? and to wander about in flieep-ikins and

goats-fkins, in dens atid caves of the earth, being afflicted,

deflitute, tormented, rather than not be Christ's difciples ?

You are now all following with zeal, as Ruth and Orpab

did Naomij and may weep under the word^ but are net your

Z 2, tears
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tears crocodiics tears ? And, when difRcuItiSs come, wlil

you not go back from following your LoRi>, as Orpah de-

parted fiom foHowing Naomi? Have you really the root of

grace in your hearts ? or, are you only ftony-ground hear-

ers ? You receive the word with joy; but, when perfecution

arifes becaufe of the word, will you not be immediately of-

fended ? Be not angry with me for putting thefe queftions to

you. I am jealous over you, but it is with a godly jealoufy:

for, alas ! how many have put their hands to the plough,

and afterwards have (hamefully looked back ? I only deal

with you, as our Lord did with the perfon that faid,

" Lord, I will follow thee whitherfoever thou wilt."

*' The foxes have holes, and the birds of the arr have nefts,

*' but the fon of man, (fays he) hath not where to lay his

head." What fay you ? Are you willing to endure hard-

iiefs, and thereby approve yourfelves good foldiers of Jesus

Christ ? You now come on foot out of the towns and vil-

lages to hear the word, and receive me as a meflenger of

God : but will you not by and by cry out. Away with him,

away with him; it is not fit fuch a fellow fliould live upon

the earth? Perhaps fome of you, like Hazael^ may fay, " Are

we dogs, that we fhould do this ? " But, alas I I have met

with many unhappy fouls, who have drawn back unto per-

dition, and have afterwards accounted me their enemy, for

dealing faithfully with them ; though once, if it were pof-

fible, they would have plucked out their own eyes, and have

given them unto me. Sit down therefore, I befeech you,

and ferioufly count the coft, and afk yourfelves again and

again, whether you count all things but dung and drofs, and

are willing to fufFer the lofs of all things, fo that you may

win Christ, and be found in him : for you may afTure

yourfelves, the apoftle hath not fpoken in vain, " All that

will live godjy in Christ Jesus, Ihall fufFer perfecution,"

Thirdly^ The text fpeaks to you that are patiently fufFer-

ing for the truth's fake :
'' Rejoice, and be exceeding glad ;

great fhall be your reward in heaven." For to you it is

^^iven, not only to believe, but alfo to fufFer, and perhaps

remarkably too, for ^he fake of Jesus ! This is a mark of

your
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yourdircipleiliip, an evidence that you do live godly in ChRist
Jesus. Fear not, therefore, neither bs difmayed. O be

not weary and faint in your minds ! Jesus, your Lord,
your life, cometh, and his reward is with him. Thouf^h
all men forfake you, yet will not he : no ; the Spirit of

Christ and of glory fliall reft upon you. In patience

therefore poflefs your fouls. Sanctify the Lord God in

your hearts. Be in nothing terrified by your adverfaries : on
their part Christ is evil fpoken of j on your part he is glo-

rified. Be not afhamed of your glory, fince others can glory

in their (hame. Think it not ftrange concerning the fiery

trial, wherewith you are or may be tried. The Devii ra^-es,

knowing that he hath but a fhort time to reign. He or his

emifiaries have no more power than what is given them from

above : God fets them their bounds, which they cannot

pafs; and the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear

not ; no one fliall fet upon you to hurt you, without your

heavenly Father's knowledge. Do your earthly friends and

parents forfake you ? Are you caft out of the fynagogues ?

The Lord fhall reveal himfelf to you, as to the man that

was born blind ? Jesus Christ fhall take you up. If they

carry you to prifon, and load you with chains, fo that the

iron enter into your fouls, even there fhall Christ fend an

angel from heaven to ftrengthen you, and enable you, with

Paul and S'llasy to '' fing praifes at midnight." Are you

threatened to be thrown into a den of lions, or caft into a

burning fiery furnace, becaufe you will not bow down and

worfhip the beaft ? Fear not ; the God, whom you ferve, is

able to deliver you : or, if he fhould fuffer the flames to de-

vour your bodies, they would only ferve, as fo many fiery

chariots, to carry your fouls to God. Thus it was with

the martyrs of old ; fo that one, when he was burning, cried

out, " Come, you Papifts, if you want a miracle, here, be-

hold one! This bed of flames is to me a bed of down.'* Thus
it was with almoft all that fufFered in former times : for

Jesus, notwithftanding he withdrew his own divinity from

himfelf, yet has alv/ays lifted up the light of his countenance

Upon the fouls of fuflering faints. *' Fear not therefore thofe

that can kill the body, and after that have no more that they

Z 3 can
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can do; but fear Him only, who is able to deflroy botb bod^

3nd foul in hell." Dare, dare to live godly in Christ

Jesus, though you fuffer ail manner of perfecution. But,

Fourthly^ Are there any true ralnifters of Jesus Christ

here ? You will not be offended if I tell you, that the words

of the text arc, in nn efpecial manner, applicable to you.

Paul wrote them lo Timothy ; and we, of all men, that live

godly in Christ Jesus, muft expect to fufFer the feverc{]: per-

fecution. Satan will endeavour to bruife our heels, let who

will cfcape : and it has been the general way of God's pro-

vidence, in times of perfecution, to permit the fhepherds

firft to be fmltten, before the iliecp are fcattered. Let us

not therefore fhcw that we are only hirelings, who care not

for the fheepj but, like the great Shepherd and Bifti.op of

fouls, let us readily lay down our lives for the flieep. Whilfl;

others are boafling of their great preferments, let us rather

glory in our great aii^liciions and pcrfecutions for the fake of

Christ. Paul rejoiced that he fuftered affli(!^ions and pcr-

fecutions at Iconium and Lyjlra : out of all, the Lord deli-

vered him 5 out of all, the Lord will deliver us, and caufe

us hereafter to fit down with him on thrones, when he corner

to judge the twelve tribes of JfracL

I could proceed ; but I am confclous, in this part of my
difcourfe, I ought more particularly to fpeak to myfelf,

knowing that Satan has defired to have me, that he may f^ft

me as wheat. Without a fpirit of prophecy, we may eafily

difcern the figns of the times. Perfecution is even at the

doors : the tabernacle of the Lord is already driven into the

wildernefs : the ark of the Lord is fallen into the unhal-

lowed hands of uncircumcifed Philijlines. They have long

fmce put us out of their fynagogues, and high-priefts have

been calling on civil magiftrates to exert their authority

againfl the difciples of the Lord. Men in power have been

breathing out threatenings : we may cafily gucfs what will

follow, imprifonment and flaughter. The ftorm has been

gathering fome time j it mult break fliortly. Peihaps it may

fall on me rirft.

^
Brethren
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Brethren therefore, whether in the miniHry or not,I befeecli

you, " priiy for me," that I may never fufFer julViy, as aa
evil-doer, but only for riohteoufnefs fake. O pray that I
may not deny my Lord in any wife, but that I may joyfully

follow him, both to prifon and to death, if he is pleafed to

call mc to feal his truths with my blood. Be not aftiamcd

of Christ, or of his gofpel, though I fhould become ^
prifoner of the Lord. Though I am bound, the word of
God will not be bound : no ; an open, an cfFe6lual door is

opened for preaching the everlafting gofpel, j^nd men or
devils (liall never be able to prevail againft it. Only pray
that, whether it be in life or death, Christ may be ^lori-

iied in me : then 1 ihall rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.

And now, to whom (hall I addrefs myfelf next ?

Fifthly^ To thofe, who perfecute their neighbours for liv-

ing godly in Christ Jesus, But, what fhali I fay to you ?

Howl and weep for the miferies that fhall come upon you :

for a little while the Lord permits you to ride over the

heads of hi:; people; but, by and by, death will arreft you,

judgment will find you, and Jesus Christ fliall put a que-
flion to you, whicl) will ftrilce you dumb, IFhy perfecuted

you Me ? You may plead your laws and your canons, and
pretend what you do is out of zeal for God ; but God fliall

difcover the curfed hypocrify and ferpentine enmity of your
hearts, and give you over to the tormentors. It is well, if

in this life God does not fend fome mark, upon you. He
pleaded the caufe of Naboth, when innocently condemned
for blafpheming God and the king; and our Lord fent

forth his armies, and deftroyed the city of thofe who killed

the prophets, and ftoned them that were fent unto them. Jf

you have a mind therefore to fill up the meafure of your
iniquities, go on, perfecute and defpiie the difciples of the

Lord : but knov/, " that for all thcfe things, God fhall

bring you into judgment." Nay, thofe you now perfecute,

fhall be in part your judges, and fit on the right-hand of

the Majefty on high, whilft you are dragged by infernal

fpirits into a lake that burneth with fire and brimftonc, and

^ 4 thjs
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the fmoke of your torment fhall be afcending up for ever

and ever. Lay down therefore, ye rebels, your arms againft

the moft high God, and no longer perfecute thofe who live

godly in Christ Jesus. The Lord will plead, the Lord
will avenge, their caufe. You may be permitted to bruife

their heels, yet in the end they (hall bruife your accurfed

heads. I fpeak not this, as though I were afraid of you ;

for I know in whom 1 have believed : only out of pure love

I warn you, and becaufe I know not but Jesus Christ

may make fome of you veflels of mercy, and fnatch you,

even you perfecutors, as fire-brands out of the fire. Jesus

Christ came into the world to fave finners, even perfecu-

tors, the word of finncrs : his righteoufnefs is fufficient for

them ; his Spirit is able to purify and change their hearts.

He once converted Saul: mny the fame God magnify his

power, in converting all thofe who are cr.ufing the godly in

Christ Jesus, as much as in them lies, to fufFer perfecu-

tion ! 1 he Lord be with you all. Amen.

SERMON


